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Abstract

This study addressed the attitudes of the Jerusalem elite towards the 1908 the Committee
of Union and Progress (CUP), Unionists, reform policies, and Arab reform movements
and associations. In addition, it tackled all the diverse attitudes from the era of Abdul
Hamid until the (CUP), including the Jerusalem elite’s attitudes towards the political
changes in 1908 as well as personal interests and ideological affiliations.

During the period from the end of the nineteenth century until the early twentieth century,
the Jerusalem elite experienced various political, economic, social and cultural changes
that were brought about by the shifts in the Ottoman political system. This elite had to
deal with this new Ottoman political system along with it is positive or negative changes.
In fact, this elite played a intermediary role historically between social groups, the
Ottoman authority and the leadership, often within a domestic and communal framework.
Thus this role enabled the elite members to assume important positions despite the
national, religious and family rivalry, helping them lead Palestinian society and its
national movement during the last century.

The majority of the elite members supported the Political system during the era of the
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, Abdul Hamid II, including also his restrictions on the
activity of the Zionist movement in Palestine, ingeneral and in Jerusalem in particular.
However, others opposed the Ottoman political system during the rule of Sultan Abdul
Hamid Il because he suspended the constitution and dissolved the Chamber of Deputies.
They also demanded reforms and the end of the Sultan’s totalitarian governance. Besides,
they immediately joined the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) which promoted
the long-awaited values of liberty, equality and brotherhood and justice.

Some of these powerful people assumed senior positions in the empire including envoys
such as Rawhi Al-Khalidi, Said Al-Husseini and Faidi Al-Alami, Muftis (Qadi) such as
Tahir Mustafa Al-Husseini, Mohammad Tahir Al-Husseini and Kamel Afandi Al-
Husseini, Jerusalem mayors such as Hussein Raghib Al-Khalidi, Hassan Salim Al-
Husseini and Raghib Al-Nashashibi, and scholars such as Mohammad Isaaf Al-
Nashashibi and Khalil Al-Sakakini.

However, years later, their attitudes changed significantly. They even lamented the
former Sultan Hamid’s political system, and regretted that they supported the new federal

political system, which led to depressing political, social, economic, tax and security



conditions. These conditions led in turn to the emergence of mutual hostility between
Arabs and Turks, especially in light of the CUP’s policy of centralization and
Turkification of the Ottoman Empire, which gave rise to Turkish nationalism. In this
situation, each party glorified their ancestors, names and surnames, and even chants and
songs changed, Young Arabs avoided their Turkish peers in the streets and public places.
Things grew even worse when the CUP’s leaders, such as Enver Pasha, Talaat Pasha, and
Djemal Pasha, persecuted the Arab youth who called for liberty, equality and
decentralization. These tensions led to increased hostility among the Arab populations
which forced some members of the elite to join the Allied Powers, the enemies of the
Ottoman Empire in the name of the Arab Revolt, which was declared by Sharif Hussein

and his sons on June 8, 1916.
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